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America’s National Park System 
The Critical Documents  

Second Edition 

By Lary M. Dilsaver 

About America’s National Park System 

Now in a fully updated edition, this invaluable reference work is 

a fundamental resource for scholars, students, conservationists, 

and citizens interested in America's national park system. The 

extensive collection of documents illustrates the system's 

creation, development, and management.  

About the Author 

Lary M. Dilsaver is professor emeritus of geography at the 

University of South Alabama. He has conducted research on the 

national park system for over three decades and published six 

books and numerous articles on the NPS. 

Praise for America’s National Park System 

“Dr. Dilsaver has provided an extraordinary service in collecting the critical documents into one manageable reference.” 

— Jonathan B. Jarvis, Director of the National Park Service 

 “For anyone who has ever wondered why the National Park Service is concerned about protecting its resources, while at the 

same time providing high-quality interpretation of those same resources; or for anyone else who might have visited 

Yellowstone in their childhood and saw bears nearly everywhere, then went back years later and wondered where all the 

bears went, these and many other questions are answered in Lary Dilsaver’s outstanding, and newly expanded book. From 

the origins of Yosemite and Yellowstone to the recent ideas for the future of the National Park Service in the twenty-first 

century, all of the pertinent acts of Congress, executive orders, management policies, plans for current and future 

management, and many other important documents are reproduced in this wonderful volume.” 

— Robert K. Sutton, Chief Historian of the National Park Service 

“An invaluable compilation of the documents that define the National Park System. Reading the source materials is the best 

way to understand the story of the parks, while Professor Dilsaver’s introductions to each chapter help to weave that story 

together nicely. I used the first edition of this book in teaching many courses on park law and policy. I am delighted that this 

revised and updated version is now available for the benefit of park professionals and the enjoyment of park lovers.” 

— Molly N. Ross, Assistant Solicitor for National Parks, retired 
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